
July 18, 2022

Mayor Andre Dickens and Atlanta City Council Members:

Doug Shipman  Mary Norwood
Jason Winston   Dustin Hillis
Amir Farokhi   Andrea Boone
Byron Amos   Marci Collier Overstreet
Jason Dozier   Antonio Lewis
Liliana Bakhtiari  Michael Julian Bond
Alex Wan   Matt Westmoreland
Howard Shook  Keisha Sean Waites

Via Email and US Post

Re: The position of Atlanta City Planning Commissioner

Dear Mayor and Councilmembers,

We are sending this letter to document our concern and establish the importance of 
Historic Preservation in the current search for a new planning commissioner.  We would 
request that knowledge of, and supportive experience in, preservation be a necessary 
criterion for every candidate.  Atlanta must have a commissioner who understands the 
value of historic preservation as a tool for planning and community building.

There are currently 20 recognized historic or landmark districts in the city, collectively 
housing more than 25% of residents.  Several more districts are expected to be 
formalized in the near future.  Atlanta has more than 130 designated historic sites and 
buildings.  Historic district residents tend to be some of the most active and dedicated 
citizens of Atlanta; historic housing and commercial buildings are some of the most 
desirable spaces in the city.  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION WORKS FOR ATLANTA!   

We understand our city is undergoing major changes on multiple levels – and more 
development is coming.  Historic preservation should be recognized as a key tool to 
direct growth and development in ways that will result in a sustainable quality of life for 
city residents of all income levels, by enhancing the exceptional places that have given 
Atlanta its identity.  We beseech each of you to be mindful of contemporary urbanism 
and the demands that will be placed upon this new commissioner and that is why they 
will need to be a constant voice for the inclusion of historic preservation as we continue 
to grow.



These neighborhood groups, named below, represent Atlanta historic district residents, 
and they support the call for historic preservation to be a priority in our planning 
department.  This city has chosen to ask the world to come here in 2026 and 
experience what we are – who we are -- and see what this amazing city is.   Our hope is 
that they will see a city of the past, present and future – one that remembers 
thoughtfully and includes wisely.  They will see we did not fear our challenges but 
embraced them.  Historic preservation is not the desire of a particular mindset; it is the 
courage of many that wish to speak visually by including what we have accomplished 
with what we continue to achieve.  We love this city – please help us make sure that the 
new commissioner will share this same feeling.  We thank you for your attention to this 
concern, and we welcome any and all questions and interactions.  

Our collective group can most easily be reached through our allies at the Atlanta 
Preservation Center.  Director, David Mitchell, can be reached at (404) 688-3353, ext. 
13, or David@PreserveAtlanta.com.  

Sincerely,

Adair Park Today     Atkins Park Neighborhood   
                Association

AdairPark.com     AtkinsPark.org

Collier Heights Neighborhood Association  Druid Hills Civic Association

CollierHeights.org     DruidHills.org 

Grant Park Neighborhood Association  Inman Park Neighborhood              
        Association

GrantPark.org      InmanPark.org

Oakland City Community Organization  Poncey-Highland Neighborhood  
                          Assocn

OCCOATL.org      PonceyHighland.org

West End Neighborhood Development  Whittier Mill Village Association

AtlantaWestEnd.com     WhittierMillVillage.com


